OEB Green Team
February 18, 2009

1. Green Lab Updates
a. Lab recycling

Recycling contamination crackdowns (in labs)- at HMS they are finding pipette tips in the recycling. Need to get the word out that you can’t recycle the pipette tips. SingleStream recycling made people think that they can throw anything in (waxed cardboard, etc). Harvard recycling is getting fined. 

Pipette boxes are recyclable (if they have chasing arrows on box only, #1-7, but no plastic bags, plastic film, or Styrofoam, and not in contact with chemicals). 

Corning provides a label to send boxes and Styrofoam back to them for recycling. 

Katie will send pdf recycling signs to everyone. Send signs to every PI to put above each bin and have faculty assistants to follow up. 

Lab plastic recycling framework (with EH&S) still forthcoming- continue to recycle pipette tip boxes for now (but Philip working to expand)

One lab in Biolabs will give plastic bin to other lab- Katie will coordinate.

 b. Lab sustainability assessments
Philip can do lab sustainability assessments- did Lauder lab with Stephanie and some EPS labs as pilots. 

Are finding that people are doing great things and are aiming to compile best practices.
If you know of a lab that would like to do this, please let us know. (Pringle, Abzenoff, Noreen)

Contact Philip with any questions or anything related to labs (Philip_kreycik@harvard.edu)
c. CFL bulbs
Philip brought CFLs to give out for free for lab or office use. They have small amounts of mercury in them, so if they break or die, please contact building manager (don’t put in regular trash and don’t touch with bare hands).
d. Goodies

Philip brought fume hood stickers, light switch stickers, turn me off stickers
2. Green Boards
Biolabs and Herbaria have one each.  MCZ would need approval- use other half? Hard to find a place where everyone goes by. At MCZ labs- there is a half board- maybe make official by having label on top. Will keep thinking about.
3. Green Tip Holder
Katie has many- put around the building. 

4. Phone Book & Gazettes Reduction

Katie has a spreadsheet of who gets them (all faculty, all faculty assistants, and other areas)- do a survey. 
Gazette- Katie already cut back some Gazettes- we can reduce the number by the department. Can read online instead. Dara can re-send the instructions. Do the retired people get it at home?
5. Water Efficiency Audits

Faucet aerators- start with Irv, will be back on Monday. 

Might have already happened in biolabs (fixtures were changed out). 

Restrooms in MCZ- might be redoing restrooms (fixtures are 
Bill Weigle is interested…. 
6. Green Office Workshops
Dara will send new Green Office checklist

OfficeMax 

7. Timer for water & coffee machines

$16 from NESCO

Dara may be able to pay for it. 

Water machines use about $230 a year in electricity

Replacing Poland Springs- issues on each building about water pipes- need to ask Irv. 
8. Top Ten/Certoons exhibit
Katie will look into finding a space. 

9. Battery recycling

Steph needs a battery recycling bin.

Others bring them to the biolabs stockroom to Stan.

Make posters and an email for biolabs about battery recycling.

10. Northwest Café- HUDS composting-are the signs good?
Karla- Dara will send bags. Dara can send signs. 

Stephanie Hillsgrove would like to set up composting in MCZ labs & would like to purchase compostable materials in bulk with others. 

Follow up:

Compost meeting with Irv (Katie, Steph H., Dara)

Purchase compostable materials in bulk? (Steph H.)

Get battery recycling bin for Herbaria (Steph Z & Dara)

Put up battery recycling posters & send email in Biolabs (Philip, Karla, Jeanette)

Top ten poster/Certoons display (Katie, Dara)

Water filtration update (Becky to ask Irv)

Timers for coffee or water machines (ALL-let Dara know)

Dual flush toilets/aerators (Katie, Bill, Dara)

Green Office checklist (Katie, Dara, ALL)
Phone book reduction (Katie, Becky, Dara)

Gazettes (Dara to send instructions)

Recycling posters (Katie to send pdfs)

Green tip plastic holders (Katie)

Biolab plastic recycling bin (Katie? Philip?)

Lab sustainability assessments (contact Philip)

Green board (all keep thinking about)
